Case 1:10-cr-00219-WMS-HKS Document 238-1 Filed 09/16/13 Page 1 of 17

EXHIBITA



Case 1:10-cr-00219-WMS-HKS Document 238-1 Filed 09/16/13 Page 2 of 17

AR Tnrs

SonpeaBie. [hiipm /7. SERerny
e p Smwres Cre  Jupfe
Whesrernd Dysrecr OF Med pri..
2 Mpsresn  Saunce.
Trfime , MY, 1202 A -
 REiUS i £ Kapmvz 18-CR-2UT
 Depre (Hhez Twvse Sereraly
| T Sozo ks TS Lewee c@«/ 575:/7*’/71;7— @F | |
//%éﬁ Sz . LA B Zemgep Erie (ount7y SHeei %5 Tdoury .
T Stesen A Lide hee T 29 Vemes. T Awe Kwoen/ fopri.
For Opere 390 }éﬁﬁ’-s’ S 15 ppeciy ._._4_//// (Gusit/ S/ amd .
T e zmsu/s* Anpet/ glore 7o B fD Gooo fusmnO
/;z,u'p //fg-r,yg,z_ e //eé’ﬂ?"j' S_/%!/MA’ 45/3“— o /fﬁ?f/é’/\f?" 7
WOER STHMD i (T[S CizORen!. S ldis Svorved Wl
_Screor SPORTS, Veurs Hockey pvo TERemy o IoRpams
N EDMC/}?’/OA/ ,,
L ke Lhs s Taere To. Cage FoR M5 AR AND
, /WME W Lpwr W THe/R Lpress }/eﬁﬁf /% /0%:3005@9 e M?’AJ N
/?/r// Tvae. @F Sz srane. Ther Taey Meepeo fr oY Trme .
e fins frudds Seemen o Tz ﬁ Quier /o ﬁéfefef/c?p
? RSON /7/€ s Teed B Goop a0 To S s /7// /%%7/,4
S rnls Avaay e Cwd %/aaw Contsizer St 7o T2 /37
,5%@ TNy Puthl s L s %aﬁ To HKuow! Ko, R
S5 teerAny  Sours




Cagt/ terRBYBWNS HESy Qosmell) SSUBEHPP99/16/13_ Page 3 of 17

) TED SHarES AN ET JovseE

LPESTERN DISTRICT s AL Bl

2 RUACARA S® LARE

Borisw , Mo /9 ne0=

LRE! 0. S.V. DK L dAmhor=_

/9 e R -~ R]Z

" RE=Epr ) oder ORRETS

I lorR [TI&e Foo op /8&7@9:!\»‘-‘ 57

R, (oA D MR EX ey [ST= 2 oos/40

JAWly ,  TeE B GEARS oo

7ARe ek TAE GRS TVE ATomnspo

/IR T SE H R e)ET, Lo/

LY poERR EX A0 dé,zv€7<7 ISsCon P20

(whoesS A A CEITERS KD e 200

(S ot A,

JPIARK S Ti s SBIOL N EREM AP0p

JoRDAIS ARE  4omd lewshTra

[ ITE AL T RES AT Yo/ 00

Th LUCAT Fbs Cfm»% VIEXR Ao PPE

fr TESTAMENT T2 _TAE_(PACES Thi7

7 BEA e %M FOTESES 904D

Wz o) FMITTAGED L0 TALEN

K p<T Tl %’

T ——

| K@BEP?" IS AVAS




Case 1:10-cr-00219-WMS-HKS Document 238-1 Filed 09/16/13 Page 4 of 17

Jeremy Kamholz

Honorable William M. Skretny
United States Chief Judge
Woestern District of New York
2 Niagara Square

Buffalo, NY 14202

re: U.S. v. Mark Kamholz, 10-CR-219
Dear Chief Judge Skretny:

I am Jeremy Kamholz and | am writing on behalf of mQ father Mark Kamholz. My father is a great
man, trustworthy individual, husband of 30 years, hardworking, and a role model to me. My father is
the type of person who would give the world and ask for nothing in return, but to see you smile and be
happy. 1am now 27 year old, engaged, and an entrepreneur, | have come to appreciate the moral,
ethical, and family values my mother and father had taught my brother Jordan and | from when we were
kids up until present day. My father instilled values in me such as to be hardworking, to never give up, to

take responsibiljty for my actions, to be a good citizen of the community, and a good sportsman.

In my teenage years | worked as a Buffalo News paperboy. This was my first job where | was
able to learn about how to make a schedule, build relationships with customers, provide a service,
.collect payments, and work hard. For most people the weekend is a time for relaxation, sleep in,
recuperate from the week, etc. This was untrue for my dad. He would be up nice and early to help me
deliver the morning newspaper. It's not that | had a big route, because it was not, but that it was one
way my dad would spend time with me and helped me out by using the car rather than my bicycle or

braving the snow and cold. | will never forget those small tokens of generosity and the times we had.,



i
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Spending time and being actively involved in our lives is just what our mother and father have
always done. My brother and | both playéd ice hockey. | was a center forward and my brother played
goalie. Our father coached our teams year after year from when we wet;e Mites (age8) through Midgets
{age 18). Dad always taught us good sportsmanship and teamwork. He helped us learn from blowout
losses to blow out wins how to not act like a sore loser and to be good sportsman about winning big too.
My competitive playing career came to an end in 2005 and it ended in historical fashion. My dad
coached this team as well and | was captain and my brother was goalie as our team went undefeated

29-0. We were and still are the only team in Midget division in West Seneca to go undefeated.

Although we never made the NHL, we played like we were going to be. At times my brother and
| we were on a combined 4 ices hockey teams all at once, playing almost every night of the week. Talk
about a logistical nightmare for our parents. They were admirable to maintain responsibilities of their
full time jobs, our travel needs to be at the rinks, our school work/ activities, scheduling conflicts let

alone house work. | have great appreciation for my parents giving everything they have for vs.

Today, my brother and | own and operate 2 landscaping and construction business. We have
worked countless hours, tirelessly to make it the success it is today, We would have never been this
successfu! currently if it were not for our mother and father. When we were starting out my father
would let us use his trailer, lawn mower, trimmer, and his vehicle when it was free to get from place to
place. As we grew we needed bigger and better equipment. Without neither asking nor hesitation he
offered to help us financially if need be by loaning us money or co-signing a loan. | know my friend’s
parents would not do this, but this is one of those situations that sets my father a part and shows that
he believes in us to be successful and knows that we are hardworking, trustworthy, and responsible to
do so. Currently, my father is looking forward to retiring and working for us in any capacity necessary to

help us out.



Case 1:10-cr-00219-WMS-HKS Document 238-1 Filed 09/16/13 Page 6 of 17

For over nearly 4 years now, our family has dealt with my father and our family name in the
news on a frequent basis. We have stayed strong together even though at times it has been very difficuit
and stressful. From the day | heard my father was arrested by my mother crying on the phone, to the
news showing up at our house, still photos and videos of us on T.V,, and phone calls loaking for
comments from or about my father | knew it was going to take a toll a on our family. | remember the
night this story broke on the news and feeling like the world is caving in on us. However, it did not take
long after that news segment that we started to get phone calls from friends and relatives telling us that
if we need anything that they are there for us. Its moments like those you start to realize just how well
respected, liked, and loved my father and our family is with the support of our friends and relatives. To
this day, our friends and family fully support my father and our family. They know the kind of person my

father is and the kind of gentlemen my brother and | are because of him.

My mother, brother, and | were all part of the decision making on deciding whether or not our
father should go to trial. My brother and | urged our father to go to court knowing full well the integrity
and creditability he possesses. Had this been untrue we would have never supported him in the manner

we did.

In court, our family and friends came to support my father. My brother, a family friend, and |
were present in court nearly every day. It was important to us that at least one of us be there in court
every day to support our father. My father has always been there for us and this was not a time to turn
cur backs on our father. We heard almost all the testimony in person. Most of which, was very
complicated and required a scientific mind to understand. [t was particularly troubling for me to sit
there and listen to both sides make there points and believe that it was only my dad’s neck on the line
for his nearly 40+ years of employment at the plant. It was appalling to hear a disingenuous prosecutor

call my father a liar during open statements. There are many things that my father is, however one thing
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my father is NOT would be a liar. Does not seem fair nor right to have inspectors of the state DEC who
were at the plant in many cases for periods of time of 10+years to bear no responsibility for the short
comings of the plant. Does not seem fair nor right to come down hard on my father who through
documents shown in court has always been in communication with the government whether it is letters
submitting data, requests for information, or clarification. Putting a man’s career under a microscope is
sure to find some imperfections. No one is perfect but the 30+ years that were in question, my father's
career displayed a lot of hard work that showed he always performed to the best of his ability with

integrity and honor, and was not out to mislead the government,

My father, Mark Kamholz, has upheld his life to the highest of moral and ethical standards. As
what | have displayed above and to the credit of my mother and father, they have raised myself and
brother to uphold these values and traditions that our parents hold dearest to them. These standards
and merits are reflected by not': only us, but by our friends and family who know my father to be a man

of trust, hardworking, responsibility, selflessness, and friend of the community.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Kamholz
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Jordan Kamholz

Honorable William M. Skretny

United States Chief Judge

Western District of New York

2 Niagara Square

Buffalo, NY 14202

Re: United States v. Mark Kamholz, 10-CR-219

Dear Chief Judge Skretny:

The following letter is in full support of Mark Kamholz. A hard-working, honest middle class

American family man.

Mark Kambholz is an outdoorsman, avid hunter, husband of 30 years, and a remarkable father. He
is a man of integrity, values, and military service. No one would know this better than myself,
Jordan Kamholz, a very proud son. I’'m proud that my father stood up for himself and his career
which has spanned more than 40 years. I’'m proud to have him as an example of strength and
determination. 1 would also note that my pride is not clouded by blind optimism and I’'m not
ignorant to the facts. It is these cold hard truths that have solidified my conviction that my dad
took his responsibility as environmental control manager seriously and worked diligently to
reduce plant emissions. As a result of Marks’ efforts the emissions from Tonawanda Coke are a
fraction of what they were when he started in 1970. While Mark is no more perfect than the next

person, he is a religious man who lives his life with the highest standards of morals and values.

I’m twenty five years old, a graduate of the School of Management at The University at Buffalo.
I paid for school without taking any student loans, a feat few students have accomplished. When
I was 12 I decided that because I didn’t receive any allowance from my parents I needed a way
to make money. I wasn’t very good with computers so my only marketable skill at the time was
cutting lawns. I canvassed the neighborhood and within a few days had myself a lawn customer.
While my friend’s birthday gifts consisted of the latest hot new toys; for my 13" birthday my dad
bought me a lawn mower, It might sound dumb but that lawn mower gave me the entrepreneurial
bug, Later I would convince him that for my 16% birthday, a $3,000 John Deere 1. X277 lawn



Case 1:10-cr-00219-WMS-HKS Document 238-1 Filed 09/16/13 Page 9 of 17

tractor would not only make a great birthday present it’ll be an investment in my future. 2 years
later my brother and I traded the John Deere in for a Kubota compact tractor which we bought
with our own money and a little help from grandma Kamholz for $13,300. When [ was 23 years
old we traded the Kubota in for an even larger tractor with a backhoe. We bought it for $28,400,
this time with no assistance. That $3,000 tractor was dad’s way of instilling work ethic in us. Yet
it taught us so much more than that. We learned responsibility, scheduling, what a ledger is,
networking, dealing with people, and of course how to pay taxes. I don’t think he could have
imagined what our little neighborhood lawn business would turn into. Today Jeremy and I have 5
trucks, 4 trailers, and 3 fantastic employees. Kamholz Enterprises L.L.C. d/b/a Kamholz
Landscape Construction exists because dad believed in us then. It wasn’t about the money for
Dad, because money never played a big role in his life. It was about instilling values, and old
fashioned work ethic. There are many good fathers, but this was just one example of why Mark

is an excellent father.

Every fall for the last 14 years Dad, Jeremy, and I have gone hunting together. This was always
an opportunity to take time out of our busy schedules to enjoy the outdoors and each other.
During one of our hunting trips we took note of all the maple trees in one particular area. We
talked about how neat it would be to make our own maple syrup. That next year we strung some
lines and before you knew it we had 80 trees tapped. For the next few years we made a couple of
gallons of syrup. Looking back on it, it wasn’t the syrup that was important, it was the time we
spent together figuring out how to produce a product, and run an efficient operation. I will
always remember these hunting trips. Life is too short, and it is a shame this tradition will have

to end earlier than god intended.

My dad was an active participant throughout my entire childhood. He coached soccer and
hockey, and in the process became a mentor and second father to most of my friends. When we
needed advice on anything from homework to how to build a tree fort that won’t fall apart, it was
his extension at Tonawanda coke that would ring. We were very active kids who basically lived
outside and were more likely to be building tree forts or rebuilding engines that we had garbage

picked than doing homework. Needless to say his phone rang a lot during summer vacation.

After sitting through the trial it was clear to me that the government was hell bent to use an ends

justifies the means mentality to portray my father in a light that could not be further from the
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truth. The facts mattered to them the same as they matter in a fictional novel. One clear example
is when Mr. Piagionne referred to a concrete sidewalk and called it the equivalent of the
definition of the ground. I believe these claims were intentionally designed to confuse the jury.
This has been my first experience with the American Judicial System and although this is not the
time or venue to express my dismay, I hope my experience here was an exception and not the

rule,

Throughout my life my dad has been there for my family, friends, our neighbors, his co-workers,
and myself, He has been a steady hand through this whole case. Since 2009 we have been the
pawns of the governments politically motivated campaign. I am hopeful that the court will see

past the government’s claims, recognize the man my dad really is, and keep him home with us.

Very Truly Yours;

Jordan Kambholz
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Sandra Kamholz

Honorable William M. Skretny

Chief Judge, United States District Court
Western District of New York

2 Niagara Square

Buffalo, New York 14202

August 28, 2013
Dear Judge Skretny,

My name is Sandra Kamholz and for the last 30 years | have been happily married to
Mark Kamholz, an honorable, kind and loving man who will soon come before you for
sentencing. | am proud of my husband; | always have been and always will be. It was painful
for all of us {Mark, myself and our two sons who were in the court room every day) to listen to
the comments and innuendo the Government made about Mark. Anyone who knows Mark
knows those insinuations, misrepresentations and derogatory remarks about Mark could not
have been further from the truth. Misleading and trying to trick people, is not and never will be
part of Mark’s character. | was both saddened and appalled at many of the untruthful and/or
misleading comments that came out of the Government attorney’s mouths.

Any person | ever spoke with from Tonawanda Coke (or affiliated with Tonawanda Coke)
spoke/speaks highly of Mark, his strong work ethic, his diligence, and his integrity. Mark was,
and is, a dedicated employee. He has worked for Tonawanda Coke since 1978 and before that,
starting in 1970, he worked for Allied Chemical, the previous owners of Tonawanda Coke.
That’s a combined 43 years! | know he is well respected in the industry, and deservingly so.

Yet, the most important attributes of Mark’s center on his focus on our family. Mark is a
loving, patient, nurturing father who has guided our sons, Jeremy and Jordan, into becoming
responsible, productive, self-reliant young men. He has always motivated and encouraged our
sons to be independent, rational thinkers and contributing members of society. Our boys have
worked and developed their own business since they were young teenagers. That initiative,
drive and commitment was modeled for them by Mark. In fact, in a perfect world, at some
point after this ordeal is over, Mark will work for our sons. The boys look forward to having
their father involved with their business. There is no one they would rather be with.

Personally, | could not hope for a better husband. Mark is very easy going and good
natured. He is always calm and reasonable; his mere presence provides me with comfort and
security. Mark doesn’t get mad. There is no room in Mark’s heart for anger or hate. He
believes in the basic goodness of people.

Mark is a quiet man who shows his love through his actions. | cannot even remember
when the last time was that | had to put gasoline in my car. Mark simply takes care of things;
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he sees what needs to be done and he does it without fanfare. | know Mark would do anything
for me — and he has — from attending a play he is not really interested in seeing to going to the
philharmonic when he would rather be home watching a sporting event on television. He
NEVER complains; he is not reactive. He is a deep and practical thinker (who sometimes thinks
out loud). After Jeremy and Jordan were in school, Mark supported my desire to return to the
work force as a teacher’s aide in the West Seneca School System. Although we had survived for
many years without me financially contributing, Mark understood my need and desire to enjoy
the rewards of working outside the home, and he has fully supported me in my career,
including taking on more household chores and responsibilities.

Mark and | love to putter around our home to keep it clean and comfortable for family
and friends to spend time with us. Judge Skretny, we are simple, private people; we have
always lived this way. There is little extravagant about us or our life style; we simply like to be
together and with our sons. We have lived modestly, and quite honestly, frugally. We have
always taken our financial responsibilities very seriously and are not people who have been
caught up in consumerism. We live in a quiet, middle class neighborhood in a small, modest
three bedroom ranch. We pay our bills on time and do not carry credit card debt. Even the
hoeme we purchased in Nevada was part of our retirement planning and purchased primarily
through an inheritance. My point, Judge Skretny, is that Mark is, and always has been an
unassuming, unpretentious man who would never intentionally make decisions or choices that
would harm others, personally or professionally.

While there are many sad and punishing aspects of this ordeal for our family, one of the
realities that saddens me the most is that as a result of this felony conviction, my husband can
no longer go hunting with Jeremy and Jordan. It may seem like a silly thing to be so acutely
aware of, but for Mark and the boys, hunting was an important part of their relaxation time
together. They went out no less than three or four times a year and thoroughly enjoyed their
time together. To have this liberty taken from all three of them is a form of punishment that
may not be obvious or even significant to some people, but is genuinely significant to our
family.

Your Honor, despite whatever our personal feelings may be about this trial and its
outcome, we know that the next step is in your hands. | am hoping you will exercise great
leniency with Mark as we enter this phase of our lives. Mark is 66-years-old; | am 60-years-old.
We have lived an honest and decent life and look forward to our twilight years together. Thank
you for taking the time to read this and consider it.

Sincerely,
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Suzanne A. Noel

June 25, 2013

Honcrable William M. Skretny
United States Chief Judge
Western District of New York
2 Niagara Square

Buffalo, New York 14202

re: U.S. v. Mark L. Kamholz, 10-CR-219
Dear Chief Judge Skretny:

Itis with great esteem and honor that | have an opportunity to write on behalf of my brother-in-law Mark
Kamholz. He has been an integrat part of my family's life for over 30 years. His devotion and respect for
his wife, my sister was apparent well before they married. That devotion has only strengthened over the
years. He has been a rock in that family and together they have raised two fine, well educated, motivated
and entrepreneurial young men. This is in good part due to Mark's guidance, mentoring and providing the
necessary guardrails to allow the boys to learn the virtues of manhood and contribution to society civically
and economically. This is just a slice of what | have witnessed with my own eyes, the results of which are
my nephews, both who have started their own business beginning at the ages of 12 and 10 to the present
day. Their work ethic and drive were instilled in them by Mark.

These boys, as is often the case, have grown up in a worlfd of so many temptations to veer off the right
path, but Mark steadfastly and dedicatedly set the right example for them, keeping them grounded and
productive. They are living, breathing proof of Mark's values and virtues.

As a cancer survivor, | can look back with amazement at how my brother-in-law stood as a rack in my life
as well. When speaking to cancer survivors at the Relay for Life, it brings tears to my eyes when to my
surprise my brother-in-law showed up to support me and cheer me on. | can certainly say that Mark's
support during this trying time made him not just a good man, but a great man.

Mark has also shown a great sense of foyalty to me as he has stepped in on several occasions when |
was given the opportunity to advance my career, opportunities that required my leaving Western New
York. Mark, without hesitation, assisted my widowed elderly mother which provided me with peace of
mind while at the same time he was providing support for his own ageing widowed mother. When my
Mom passed away, Mark was the one who was there to provide emotional support and reassurance. He
then promptly took over the funeral arrangements and became the head of our family.

The words | put to paper do not do justice in conveying alf that Mark is. These examples have been
profound for me. Mark has always given more than he has taken, in all he does. His good deeds are still
needed. His strength is also needed, by his wife and by his children... and most certainly, also by me.
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We have willingly put all of our future hopes, goals and dreams on hold for well over three years waiting
for this situation to come to fruition. Moreover, my nephew, Mark's son recently became engaged, but
until he knows the fate of his Dad, he too has put on hold his wedding plans. This is a true reflection of his
loyaity to his father.

1, along with my entire family (nhot to mention neighbors and community members) believe wholeheartedly
that this world is a far better place because of Mark. He has done so much to contribute to his family and
society, and he still has so much that he wants to continue to give back.

| thank you so much for allowing me the opportunity to offer my observations and thoughts about Mark
given our over 30 year relationship. It is my hope that | was able to effectively articulate, the positive
impact he has had not only in my life, but in the lives of his wife, my sister..and his children.

Re§pectfully yours,

Suz%iﬁw A,. Noel
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Carol A. Sheriff

Honorable William M. Skretny
United States Chief Judge
Western District of New York
2 Niagara Square

Buffalo, New York 14202

re: U.S. v. Mark L. Kamholz, 10-CR-219

Dear Chief Judge Skretny:

| am submitting this letter on behalf of Mark L. Kamholz. Mark and | are first cousins; our mothers were
sisters. Because our mothers were very close to each other throughout their lives, Mark and | spent
practically every holiday together, as well as other numerous days and evenings the two famiiies spent
together socializing, celebrating birthdays, watching football games; simply spending time together. We
were a part of a very tightly knit family group that consisted of cur grandparents, my parents and younger
brother, and Mark and his parents. We often played together as children, and as we grew into young
adults we remained close throughout our high school and college years. In fact, looking back at my
childhood, because of the time we spent together § always felt as though he was more of an older brother
to me than a cousin. An example of how close we remained as young adulis is that when our maternal
grandfather passed away, during my freshman year in college, Mark and | met at his parents’ house and
rode together, on his motorcycle to the funeral. We feit most comfortabie facing the Ioss of our
grandfather and the funeral arriving and attending together.

! left Western New York in the fall of 1974, and have made my home in the southwestem portion of the
country since that time. In spite of the distance separating us, Mark and | have remained iIn close contact
by way of the telephone, cell phones, and the internet, and, while my parents were stilt alive, whenever |
returned home to visit, we always met for lunch. After we both married and had children, and | traveled
home with my family to visit, he always had us over for a pizza and chicken wings dinner so that our
spouses and children would get to know each other as family, and as friends.

Mark is, and always has been a truly family man and family oriented person. For example, even as a
college student, a time when many young adulis are breaking away from family, he continued to be a part
of our family gatherings. He always got along welt with both his parents and mine, freating them all with
respect, honor, and patience. As a child and into my high school years, | have no recollection of Mark
and his parents having & falling out of any type. 1 have no recollection of hearing harsh words between
them. i did see respect on Mark’s part for them, their befiefs, politicat perspectives, and general views on
fife. My family had a dog, and for a period of time he wanted to have a dog. His parents absolutely
refused fo have one, and instead of getting angry, he talked with them about it, showed them how he
would handie a dog when at our house, and in the end accepted and respected their decision. As an
adult looking back at my life, | cannot say that | was nearly as respectful and patient with adults, nor were
my close friends, and that makes Mark and the way he related to adults, particularly his parents, rather
unique to me.

After | left WNY, Mark's father purchased a very nice boat. Mark was respected and trusted enough by
his father that he was allowed to use the boat as if it was his, able to take it out on his own, with his
friends. He told me that his parents knew he would take care of it. He also told me once that he had had
an accident while using the boat. | believe he said he had hit a buoy, and damaged the hull, and he told
me that he had promptly told his father about the accident, and then repaid him for its repair. To me the
incident with the boat, and the way he handied it indicated the deep level of respect and trust he and his

- parents had for each other, and that he was open and honest and upfront in his dealing with his parents.
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My younger brother was hit and killed by a drunk driver at the age of 19. | had already moved away, and
when 1 went home for his funeral my parents totd me that Mark had been most helpful and supportive of
them throughout the period of time they were waiting for my brother's body to be returned home, and the
planning of the funeral. The funeral was held in late January of 1976, and because of the severe weather
that year the actual burial was delayed several weeks uniil it was possible to open the grave site. Mark
had told my parents that it was very important to him to be present for the burial, both to support them
and to honor his cousin, my brother. According to my parents, he was there that day, a man of his word.

f was not because | was already home in Albuquerque, working, unable to get additional time off to return
for the actuat burial. That made it even more significant for my parents that he was there.

Another example of Mark’s strong family connection and orientation is that after my brother passed away
when my parents remained in WNY during the holidays, instead of traveling to be with me in New Mexico,
he always included them in his family holiday activities, inciuding his parents and then just his mother
after his father passed away, so that they did not have to spend the holiday alone. For that | am grateful
because | lived so very far away from for the better part of their senior years. | always knew they would
be included by him, not left alone if they chose not to, or were unable to visit me. After my father passed
away he was always available to help my mother if she needed assistance, and continued to include her
in his family holiday celebrations; that was a tremendous relief for me since | was not close enough to be
able to help her on short notice. My mother told me often how grateful she was to have Mark as her
nephew, and how fortunate she was that he was so interested in her well-being and was willing to heip
her out when help was needed and to spend time with her. in reality, | was the fortunate one, fortunate
to have a cousin so willing to share his family life with his elderly aunt.

When my mother passed away, it was Mark who met my family at the airport and drove us to my parents’
home to prepare for the funeral. It was Mark who arranged for and took care of seeing that there were
pall bearers for her coffin during the funeral, something ! simply had not even thought about. It was Mark
who welcomed people to the reception before | and my family arrived following the funeral. It was Mark
who drove us back to the airport when we had to return to our home. It was Mark who was there for me.
Without his help, a difficult time in my life wou!d have been ever so much more difficult to handle. After
we returned to Albuquerque, he kept an eye on my parents’ home for me, driving by after work and
reguiarly checking inside to make sure the heater was working and alt was well, unti spring time when |
was able to get away and be there to pack it up and get it ready to be sold. His wiliingness to be there for
me and to help out was, and siill is, simply who he is.

| would also describe my cousin as a devoted husband and father; a real full time family man. He once
told me that his sons accompanied he and his wife all of the time, whatever they did and wherever they
went. For example, he told me that if they were celebrating their wedding anniversary by going out to a
nice dinner, his sons, Jeremy and Jordan, went with them, and that they never traveled without taking
them along. He simply enjoys his family and family life. His marriage has been a strong relationship for, if
| remember correctly, 31 going on 32 years. His sons only recently moved out of the family home (in their
mid-20's) because they felt perfectly at ease living at home, sharing their lives with their parents, and
sharing their friends with their parents. Last year on Father's Day, Jordan posted a piece on Face Book
stating that his father had been a wonderful father to him, to his brother, and to all of their friends, many of
whom considered Mark their second father.

Mark and his wife were aiways there for his sons’ hockey games when they were younger, driving long
distances taking them and their team mates fo games, waiching games, handling their equipment, and {
believe at one time he also coached their team. It was a family event for them. They began playing
hockey as young children, and Mark liked to talk about their games and playing, and often took my family
and me to games to watch them play when we were in town visiting my parents. | have never seen him
as anything but patient, tolerant, loving, respectful of and heipful with his sons. | remember visiting and
listening to his sons talk about the motors they were taking apart and rebuilding, probably about middle
schoo! ages, and when | asked about Mark about it in terms of safety concerns, he told me that it was
what they loved to do and he fully supported and approved of them to do it under his guidance. They now
own a successful business, one that their father fully supported them to go into. When | was visiting one
time Mark told me that he had co-signed loans for them to purchase vehicles and equipment when they
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were younger than the legal age of 21 to do so on their own. He trusted them to know what they were
doing in purchasing the vehicles and equipment, allowed them to use his home as their office and base of
operation, and eguipment storage tocation for their business, and was very proud of the fact that they had
waorked, by their own choice and volition, since they were old enough to shovel driveways fo get to where
they were at that time, at such a relatively young age. Thatis true fatherly love, support, respect, and
trust. Iri turn, he is loved and respected by his sons, evidenced only in a small way by the fact that, as
Mark told me, they were present in court each and every day, standing by their father, during his frial.

Anecdotally, he spent considerable time during one family visit o his home to dress my son, whois a
year younger than his oldest son, in his son’s hockey goalie uniform. This was when they were all in
elementary school. That may seem inconsequential to some, but to my son is was an amazing event
made possible only by his cousin’s interest in the fact that he had mentioned to Mark that he had never
seen a hockey uniform close up, nor worn one. Hockey is not a big sport in New Mexico, and my son has
never forgotten the interest in him and the extra care and attention Mark gave him that evening. He talks
of it often, and has said looking back at that time made him realize that Mark was an amazing guy to take
the time to allow him the opportunity fo discover what if felt like to be a goalie for a brief period of time.

t would also like to speak to the side Mark that is conscientious, diligent, forthright, and prompt. After my
brother passed away my parents decided to sell thirty or so acres of land, and a cabin, that they owned in
the southern part of NY State. The property in Ashford Hollow had been a place Mark went with us often
when we were both teenagers, and a place he loved. When my parents decided to sell, he offered to
purchase it from them, as long as | had no objection to his doing so. He called me to takk with me about it
and to make sure | was all right with his purchasing the property. Because ! lived so far away | would not
have been able to use the cabin, and take care of the property, and | told him it was fine with me. | also
added that | was happy it would remain within the family, so to speak. He made an agreement with my
parents, and undertook the purchase the property, making payments over time. My parents later told me
that during that time period he never once missed his monthly payment, that he delivered each one in
person — which 1 observed and was actually present for on several occasions when | was home visiting,
and that he was always prompt with the fult payment. He purchased the property in his late 20’s and took
full ownership in his early 30’s. Throughout the remainder of my parents’ lives they were welcome quests
at his place, and were often there with him and his family. | was always welcomed and spent time there
during my visits to WNY with my family. Several months after my mother passed away i received a
phone call from Mark telling me of a strange event that fook place involving the property: the cabin had
basically imploded under the weight of the heavy snow that year. The property had been my mother's
dream when she and my father purchased it, and Mark and | both felt it was my mother's way of truly
letting go of the property and passing it along to him, and we both laughed about i, in the easy and
familiar way we have interacted for most of our iives.

In closing, | would like to state clearly and simply that Mark is and always has been a family oriented man.
He is loving, kind, thoughtfui, conscientious, forthright, honest, and lives up to all of his obligations in an

honorabie way, and he is loved. He is a very special person in my life because of all that | have
described, and much more. .

Respectfully yours, n  — ,\O

Carol A. Sheriff “\)



